[A case of herpes zoster encephalitis with Ramsay-Hunt syndrome, herpes zoster generalisatus and acute pancreatitis].
We describe here a 71-year-old man who had herpes zoster encephalitis. He developed high fever, headache and disturbance of consciousness on 1st, May, 1998. On admission, neurological examination revealed disturbance of consciousness with restlessness and meningeal signs. Brain MRI (T 1 and T 2 weighted images) demonstrated high signal lesions in the left temporal lobe and cerebellar vermis. VSV encephalitis was diagnosed based on CSF pleocytosis, high serum and CSF titers of VZV antibody and EEG abnormality. During hospitalization, Ramsay-Hunt syndrome, herpes zoster generalisatus and acute pancreatitis developed. To our knowledge, the characteristic combination of the clinical signs in this case is very rare. We discussed the pathogenic mechanisms of these conditions, and this case was considered to have VZV encephalitis, and to be associated with right facial nerve palsy and pancreatitis, in spite of the absence of immunological deficiency.